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Typical Size:  
• Weight: 60 – 85 pounds (27.22 – 38.56 kg); males can be up to 110 lbs. 
• Height: 23 – 25 inches (58.42 – 63.50 cm) 
 

German Shepherd Dogs (or GSD, as they’re sometimes known!) have a noble, 

proportioned and commanding look. A typical GSD’s body — slightly longer than tall — 

is sturdy but lean. He has a slightly convex forehead, long muzzle, pointed ears and 

almond-shaped eyes that are set with an amiable expression. The neck slopes down to 

muscular shoulders and legs. The back legs are solid and the tail bushy. Normally black 

and tan, but also sable or just black, or red as in the lineage for our dogs. They come in 

three versions: shorthaired (sometimes called rough-coated), medium-haired 

(sometimes called a “plush coat”) and longhaired. 

 

German Shepherd Dog Breed Traits:   

• Handsome and well-built 

• Intelligent and eager 

• Loyal 

• Hard-working 

• Strong-willed and fearless 

• Obedient and protective 

• Handy 
 

  

Who Gets Along With German Shepherd 

Dogs? 

• Energetic people 

• Active families 

• Disciplinarians 

• A-Type Personalities 

• Anyone who needs or wants a loyal companion  
 



 

What Are German Shepherd Dogs Like to Live With? 
 

German Shepherd Dogs are friendly and have a calm 
confidence that may seem kind of aloof. When in need, 
however, a GSD is instantly ready to protect, play a game 
or perform a task — in some cases as a guard dog, police 
dog, herder, seeing eye dog or other service dog. With a 
strong work ethic and an eager intelligence, they crave 
challenges. 

 

Not to be left alone in the house too long, German Shepherd 
Dogs crave interaction and involvement. They are fiercely 

protective of their homes and families — sometimes known to 
“herd” children (as our “Lady” did) — and they get along with other pets. 

Standoffish and detached with strangers or those outside the family unit, they have 
been known to “over-guard” or bark protectively. Working consistently with your dogs’ 
personality is important. German Shepherd Dogs have great instincts and fertile minds. 
Lots of activity and exercise will make them happy, but tracking, obedience and agility 
games — or any task-oriented activity — will make them even happier. A bored or 
neglected German Shepherd Dog may resort to chewing furniture, digging up flowers 
and other mischief(!). 
 

The benefits of a GSD — loyalty, protectiveness and eagerness to please, to name a 
few — come from careful obedience training and authority. Everyone in the household 
must be prepared to show “authority” and earn the dog’s respect with a firm but loving 
touch. Once achieved, this respect may need to be earned again if you have a 
particularly intelligent and/or strong willed GSD. They do not respond to negativity or 
anger. German Shepherd Dogs don’t need to be bathed very often, but they tend to 
shed. Brush them daily, outside if possible. Like any large dog, they can 
handle apartment living quite well but need daily walks and, if possible, 
vigorous exercise to stay sharp. 
 

Some common health problems include hip and elbow 
dysplasia, skin allergies and pancreas deficiencies. Here at the 
Diamonds of the Midnight Sky Kennel we have OFA Certified 
(x-rayed) all adult (2yr and older) dogs.  
 

They normally live up to 12 (10-14) years. I like to say a 
GSD is a “baby” it’s whole first year; a sometimes rebellious 
teenager the 2nd year and somewhere into the 3rd year they 
mellow out to a wonderful adult companion. I’ve seen a dog 
as young as 6 months save a child and I’ve seen a 13 year old 
matron protect her master. I truly love and appreciate this breed! 

  
Some information taken from Dogster Magazine  

  And author’s own information while raising, breeding and training GSDs 

:jmh 

http://www.dogster.com/dogs-101/guard-dog-breeds
http://www.dogster.com/lifestyle/10-types-of-service-dogs-and-what-they-do
http://www.dogster.com/dog-training/dog-agility
http://www.dogster.com/dog-training/dog-agility
http://www.dogster.com/dog-training/what-to-do-to-stop-dog-chewing
http://www.dogster.com/dog-grooming/how-often-to-bathe-a-dog-depends-on-these-factors
http://www.dogster.com/lifestyle/10-best-apartment-dogs
http://www.dogster.com/dog-health-care/dog-exercise-how-much-activity-your-dog-needs-by-breed-and-age
http://www.dogster.com/dog-health-care/allergic-reactions-in-dogs


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

German Shepherd Dog History 

The German Shepherd Dog is a 
relatively new breed, almost entirely 
developed in the 20th century.  
 

Attempting to create a standard herding 
dog for his country, German breeder 
Capt. Max von Stephanitz invented the 
Deutsche Schäferhunde in 1899 from a 
mix of early shepherd dogs having 
various coat lengths, textures, body 
types and colors. Stephanitz’s aim was 
to develop a standard sheep-herding 
dog with the solid intelligence and work 
ethic to assist farm workers and laborers 
as well as police and soldiers.  
 

Standardized in Germany in 1901, the 
German Shepherd Dog came to America 
in 1907 and flourished with the help of 
organizations like the German Shepherd 
Dog Club of America. 
 

Treat me kindly my beloved master for no heart in the entire world is more grateful for 

kindness than the loving heart of me. Do not break my spirit with a stick, for though I 

should lick your hand between blows, your patience and understanding will more 

quickly teach me the thing you would have me do. Speak to me often, for your voice 

is the world’s sweetest music, as you must know by the fierce wagging of my tail 

when your footstep falls upon my waiting ear. When it is cold and wet please take me 

inside, for I am a domesticated animal, no longer used to bitter elements and I ask no 

greater glory than the privilege of sitting at your feet beside the hearth. Though you 

had no home, I would rather follow you through ice and snow than rest upon the 

softest pillow in the warmest home. Keep my bowl filled with clean water for I can not 

tell you when I am thirsty. Feed me clean food that I may be healthy to romp and do 

your bidding, to walk by your side, and protect you with my life. When the Great 

Master sees fit to call me home, hold me gently in your arms as I know my fate is 

safest in your hands.  

A Dog’s Prayer  


