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        Diamonds of the 

      Midnight Sky Kennel 

German Shepherd Dogs  
Reopened 2018 
 

When our sons were in high school, we opened a “hobby kennel” and named it “Midnight Sky 

Kennel” as we were raising all-black German Shepherd Dogs (GSD) and the midnight sky is 

black.  1999 - 2005 
 

We had just returned from our mission assignment in Nairobi, Kenya, East Africa in 1999.  Our 

sons bought me an all-black female puppy upon our return (as we had to give away our dogs 

before we left in 1997). The boys had never seen an all-black GSD and bought me “Shasta” with 

their own money. We had all been missing a dog and they knew my love for this breed.    
 

We searched for a mate for little Shasta. I’d always had two dogs at once as they were mostly 

outside pets and I wanted them to have a companion. We soon rescued “Buck” from a puppy-

mill in Missouri. He had a great pedigree (every dog behind him was a Schutzhund Champion). 

When we were home, they came inside, but with the boys in high school and both my husband 

and I working full time, the majority of the time they spent outdoors. Buck (his adopted new 

name) and Shasta were indeed mates! They grew up together and obviously loved each other 

as well as their respective boy!   
 

At first I thought Buck and Shasta would have a litter or two and then I would get Shasta spayed.  

However, to our joy, there was a demand for all-black GSDs and Shasta turned out to be a 

fabulous mother; and Buck bred beautiful puppies! We were very proud of our dogs, and the 

testimonies about the puppies, and were excited to offer The Midnight Sky Kennel GSDs!   
 

We happened into the puppy business and I was soon breeding GSDs (2 females and a male at 

stud) and giving house-hold training classes. We named our kennel “The Midnight Sky Kennel” 

as the midnight sky is black; as were our dogs!! At the height of our kennel career, other kennels 

were buying from us and I got about half our own puppies back for training (both hand and 

voice commands).  It was wonderful to place good dogs in good homes – very rewarding.  
 

After five-plus years, my husband transferred and we had to dissolve the kennel and find good 

homes for Buck & Shasta. My heart was broken... 
 

... Although I had another GSD along the way (who was a marvelous companion), I yearned to 

open a kennel again and start breeding and training. I love the German Shepherd breed, and 

am proud to place them with good families. As we have settled into semi-retirement, my time 

has come to once again open “The Midnight Sky Kennel”!  I am not sure if we’ll breed all blacks 

again; I am going to start the kennel with two beautiful black & tans (“reds”) GSDs! 
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2018 Let me introduce you to Lady Margaret (Maggie) and Sir Maximillian (Max) 

  and Diamonds of the Midnight Sky Kennel        www.midnightskykennelgsds.com 

                                                                 midnightskykennelgsds@gmail.com  
 

In 2017 we purchased two puppies from completely different blood-lines so we could breed 

them. They are both from German bloodlines and both their parents are “reds”. The Breeder 

informed me that all of the “red” doesn’t happen until the dogs are more mature; around 3 yr.  

Both sets of their parents are beautiful. However, Max has had the beautiful auburn since we 

brought him home; Maggie’s tan is indeed becoming more auburn as she gets older. 
 

What we really love about Maggie is that she wants to be near her humans more than anything!  

She’s full of personality and energy and I am excited to breed her loving nature into puppies.   

Max’s nick name is “pup-a-licious”; that says it all.  He is all fun, all love and then more...  
 

We are very excited to show their pedigree and good breeding!  Both Max and Maggie are loving 

companions and wonderful watch dogs. They love people and love to go on walks.  Most of all, 

they want to be with us and do anything they can to please us.  I am sure they will pass these 

wonderful attributes on to their pups!   
 

There is one breed of dog that is universally recognized for its loyalty and intelligence, and 

which is extremely popular with breeders as well as pet owners. They simply stand out from 

the “pack” for a variety of reasons. This particular breed is the German Shepherd. 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Max 3 mos old Maggie 7 mos old 

Maggie 1 yr  old 

Maggie 5 mos old learning to “heel” 

Shadow – 4 mos old = Ears Up! 

mailto:midnightskykennelgsds@gmail.com
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All About your new German Shepherd Puppy!      

I. Why Buy A German Shepherd Dog? (GSD)  

II. Birth to First Year; Having a Teenager; To Full Grown Dog  

III. House Manners and Obedience Training  

IV. Give that dog a job to do!  

 

 

I.  Why Buy A German Shepherd Dog? (GSD)  
 

Why buy a GSD?  ...Because a German Shepherd is one of the smartest breeds! They usually 

place in the top three in intelligence. It is the one dog that can discern; can think for itself!  A 

lot of dogs can be well trained; a lot of dogs have great instincts. A German Shepherd can take 

all its training and use his/her instincts and can then “read the situation” and make a decision.  

A GSD can actually come to a conclusion regarding a particular scenario – even if he/she hasn’t 

been trained to do so. A GSD can “think”! A full grown German Shepherd has the mentality of a 

seven-year-old child. Just think what a seven-year-old child can do! 

 

II. Birth to First Year; Having a Teenager; To Full Grown Dog  
 

Your new GSD is a member of your family. Treat it with all the respect due to a new member.  

It will be your companion for many years to come! Your new GSD needs a place of its own to 

sleep – somewhere even the family toddler is taught not to trespass. Your GSD deserves a quiet 

place to retreat after a long day of protecting and playing with your family! You may want to 

teach him/her the command “nest”. This comes in handy later if you want to send him/her there.  

Initially, you may want to sleep in an old T-shirt for a night or two before bringing the new 

puppy home.  Place this T-shirt (with your smell) in its nest – it will have this reminder as it gets 

used to its new surroundings and help you to bond with each other. Having a ticking clock near 

the nest/crate/kennel really does help when you first leave the puppy alone at night.  (Always 

have cool water nearby once they are potty trained.)  
 

From birth to its actual one-year birthday, your GSD is a “baby” in every sense of the word.  

From first weaning (around 4-5 weeks naturally by mom) to ten months old, it should eat Puppy 

Chow.  For the first eight months, I leave the bowl available “on demand” at all times with dry 

kibbles. Your active puppy is burning up a lot of calories! It will have growing spurts just like a 

child! Of course, water should always be available; clean, cool water. Exercise and the right 

amount of food and water are necessities your dog counts on you to provide.   
 

At around ten months you can start to introduce a real feeding schedule. Between ten months 

and two years old, your GSD can eat twice a day if it is active; possibly once a day at around 18 

months.  Be sure your GSD puppy is getting the protein it needs to grow into a healthy adult.  

Exercise and training plays into this as well. Buy a good “high in protein” puppy chow – the 

added expense is well worth it.  
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Dogs are naturally fast eaters (thus the saying, “wolf down your food”).  With a good dry dog 

food there is not really any need to supplement (I never feed my dogs table scraps). I know 

there is a school of thought about feeding your dog raw meat and bones; investigate this with 

your Veterinarian.  I would never remove a dog’s food dish while it is eating. I do, however, put 

my hand in the puppy’s food and stir it and rub his neck and back to simulate distraction while 

a puppy is eating. This provides a trust between you two and prevents snapping at a small child 

who may approach at eating time.   
 

Basically, however, respect your dog’s eating time, which should come after a short workout.  

This is a wonderful way to introduce and establish yourself as “master” or head of the pack.  

Dogs are pack animals. The head of the pack always eats first and then allows the rest of the 

pack to eat. Do not allow your dog to come to the human table (and beg). Instead, allow it to 

be in the room, or see you eat and then your GSD eats after you do; just like in the wild! You 

are the head of its new pack – you and your family. This also allows you to notice any changes 

in your dogs’ eating habits or notice if your dog is sick or not interested in eating. Lack of interest 

in his food should be discussed with your Veterinarian. Again, always keep cool, clean water 

nearby.  

 

III. House Manners and Obedience Training  
 

Potty Training. Teach your GSD to ask to go outside. You can put a hanging bell on the doorknob 

and smack it with your dogs’ paw as you open the door to go out.  
 

Immediately upon bringing your new puppy home establish where you want him to do his/her 

business outside. When a puppy first wakes up (maybe that’s why he’s crying in his crate) pick 

him up and attach the lead around his neck and carry him to the spot in the yard where you 

want him to “go” and put him down there. Having a lead on him/her keeps him from wandering 

too far away from the designated area. You can say the words, “Go Potty” as he/she does his 

business and then lots of praise.  I’m not above giving a treat for a job well done.  But remember, 

establish this as a ROUTINE and follow the same procedure every time. You’ll be surprised how 

fast your puppy learns.  Once he’s too big to carry, just walk him on the lead to the designated 

area.  Praise, praise, praise when he/she goes where they are supposed to!  At first, when 

you clean this area leave just a small amount of poop (for the smell) to remind them. 
 

I do not spank my dogs.  I do not scold them for making a mess if I am the one who left them 

alone for too long. Be aware of your puppy’s needs and make allowances to come home, or be 

home, to let them outside often. And always lots of praise when they go outside! Actually, just 

simply letting them know you are sad (tone of voice) and disappointed in any “accident” goes 

further than spanking. Remember, your GSD wants to please you!   
 

Always provide a clean nest and area for your puppy. 

  



Page 5 of 10 
 

 

Teething. Your puppy is a baby for the first year. It begins cutting its permanent teeth around 

sixteen weeks. Buy your puppy a chew-rope at any pet store/section. Do not let him/her chew 

on any old shoe – because they can’t tell the difference when it is your good shoes or slippers! 

A tennis ball becomes a great treat; see your dogs’ “ball-drive” (chase/retrieve it/chase again).  

I promise you that you’ll tire of the game long before he/she does. Remember, as in all training, 

lots of praise when they bring it back.   
 

I am a strong believer in a pocket of small-kibble dog food for treats – any time your puppy 

does something right – a pat on the head and a small kibble treat is a great reward and reinforces 

obedience to the command you are teaching. They know which pocket I keep them in, too! 
 

Digging. GSDs are not as bad as some breeds. However, a puppy will dig. They usually grow 

out of this after their teenage phase. It is instinctive (from ancestors in the wild) to dig a small 

hole and lay down in it. Providing a kennel area for your dog(s) will help to keep a nicely 

landscaped yard safe.  This kennel become their domain as much as being with you in the house.  

I let my dogs dig in their kennel if they so choose and find my yard remains safe, neat and tidy!  

If your puppy should dig where you do not want them to, simply “scold” (your tone of voice 

shows disappointment) and then take them to their area where they can be allowed to dig. You 

may have to repeat this several times; remember, you are training them and repeated behavior 

shows them what to do.   
 

Furniture.  I do not allow my dogs to sit on the couch or furniture.  I believe good house manners 

includes they stay on their “pillow” which I provide (a large dog pillow you can buy at any pet 

store/pet section). I move this pillow from room to room to show them they can be with the 

family as we move around, but they must stay on their pillow. This becomes “their” pillow – 

toddlers should be taught to stay off.  
 

Excessive Barkers.  Some GSDs are real “talkers”! To bark is the way your GSD communicates 

as much as wagging its tail. If your pup barks when you don’t want it to, there are two 

commands you can teach: (1) “no barking” when you do not want them to bark at all, i.e. this 

wasn’t something they needed to bark at and (2) “it’s okay – no barking” stressing, “it’s okay” 

teaches them that you are there and in command now – now that they’ve alerted you (done 

their job) they should be quiet. Believe me, this will take time if you have a talker – but with 

consistency, they will learn.  
 

Obedience Training. I suggest you take your GSD to a “puppy class” around 4-5 mos. old.  

Actually, this will give you some training and tips as much as your dog! By the time you take 

your puppy, they should already be comfortable on a lead (leash) and they should already have 

been out and about in public (as soon as they receive their last puppy shots).   
 

Your puppy should be familiar with “sit”, “lay down”, “off” and “come” by the time you socialize 

them in their first puppy obedience class. These are basic commands and should be taught the 

minute you first bring your puppy home. Consistency on the part of the human makes it easy 

for your GSD to understand the rules!   
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Also – consistency throughout the family is absolutely necessary. There should be one 

leader/master in the family pack. Every other member of the family should use the same 

command(s) and hand signals. For example, one person cannot say “get down” to mean “off” 

and another one “off” means get off; one member cannot let the dog on the furniture and then 

the master comes in and scolds the dog to get off the furniture. Everyone in the family needs 

to use the same commands and keep the same rules.   

Note: “off” means get-off and “down” means lay down. Whatever you decide; be consistent. 
 

Lastly, do not expect the puppy to work out in training for hours at a time.  Five to ten minutes 

two or three times a day for your two-four month old puppy. Rewards every time they do 

something correctly. Training time is a bonding and fun time – your GSD likes to learn. Two 

fifteen-minute sessions a day works great once your puppy is seven months and older.  It truly 

becomes a bonding time between you.   
 

Although I believe in the “treat” method of reward, once your puppy starts to “get it” and once 

they are a little older, I only give a treat once out of every two or three times I give the command.  

But, I always give lots of love and praise – this is indeed the reward for your smart companion. 

 

Exercise and Health.  Be kind to your puppy’s joints. Do not have them jumping off benches and 

climbing over boulders when they are very young.  They will indeed love going on a walk on the 

trail with you and they do like to run and jump and play. Let them do it naturally – until they 

are ten-twelve months old. Watch those steep steps as well. Once they are a growing energy 

filled teenager (one-two years) go ahead and wear them out on the trail, take them on long 

walks with you but know their limits as they are growing. Water and rest at the end of any 

training session, walk, exercise.    
 

Once your puppy is one-year to fifteen months old, I start them on a once-a-day feeding 

program and it always comes at the same time of day and always after (even a short) 

training/performing period.  

 

IV. Give that dog a job to do! The GSD is the one dog who can “discern”. That is why they are 

such good police dogs and awesome search and rescue dogs. That is why a German Shepherd 

can live in an apartment and be a companion to an elderly couple –or– they can roam on a farm 

and herd the sheep. The one thing about a GSD is that it must have a job to do.  Of course, if 

they live with a little-old-couple in an apartment they will need exercise - - but they will be 

content simply to be a companion. Yes, they love to live on a farm and run and play and swim 

in the river – but they will want to herd the sheep (or the children) so they feel they are needed 

too.  Give them a job to do – even if it is simply being the family pet!  
 

You have purchased not only a family member, but an intelligent one. Be proud of your dog – 

believe me, he/she is proud of you!  Love, Praise, Kindness and Care will reap you great rewards.  
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In summary, let’s review and discuss some basic facts.   

 

A GSD is a puppy/baby the whole first year of it’s life. It is a teenager from one – two years 

(Most teenagers are a bit rebellious and your GSD may challenge you – this is not aggressive or 

a mean dog.  In a pack, it would challenge the leader to see who is boss – don’t back down, but 

don’t be afraid either. Show your puppy you are the boss and he/she will respect you.) The GSD 

puppy will mellow out somewhere into its late two year old to three year birthday and become  

a wonderful adult dog and the best companion to everyone in your family.    
 

All dogs are pack animals. We tend to make our dogs our babies. Nothing could be further from 

the truth – they now believe you and your family to be their pack! A GSD is too intelligent to be 

tied out at the end of a run or to be beat into submission. Treat your German Shepherd with 

respect and kindness always. If you do not understand what or why they have done something 

– think like a dog. Your German Shepherd is naturally a companion dog and needs to be involved 

in your life – you mean everything to him/her.   
 

I have seen a German Shepherd puppy learn to lay quietly on a canopy bed of a teenage girl 

while she reads and yet go out and play soccer with her ten and eleven-year old brothers while 

he also runs alongside the father’s tractor in the field. I know GSDs have saved toddlers from 

wandering into a pond and saved a mother from an intruder. They never need to be trained to 

be vicious – far from it. They are naturally the wonderful protector of your home and family. 

They are, quite simply, the most wonderful dog you could ever have purchased.   

  

Good choice, good dawg!  We strive here at the Diamonds of the Midnight Sky Kennel, 

to place excellent dogs into wonderful families. We raise our puppies with the family (including 

grandbabies) and respect them for the wonderful breed they are. We have researched the 

pedigrees of our dogs and are proud of our dogs and their litter.   

 

We are here to help you with any questions along the way while you are raising your GSD. 

I am happy to teach your puppy (and you) the basic home manners I have briefly discussed 

here.  Check with me for the dates of the next “basic obedience” classes in our schedule.   
 

Please keep in touch.  I love to hear the stories about our dogs in their new homes!  
 

Puppy Paws, 
Jill, Max & Maggie and Shadow 
Jill M. Hunstad, Breeder, Trainer 

 

Diamonds of the Midnight Sky 

Kennel 
German Shepherd Dogs 

262-696-9100                  
midnightskykennelgsds@gmail.com 

 

mailto:midnightskykennelgsds@gmail.com
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Reference from a current satisfied puppy owner! 
 

 

February 2019  

 

To Whom It May Concern, 

 

We got our baby boy, Sir Odin, from Diamonds of the Midnight Sky 

Kennel (Brent and Jill Hunstad).  

We were looking for a good companion dog for my old man and a 

good family dog.  We have always admired German Shepherds for not 

only their beauty, but for their loyalty, intelligence, poise, 

temperament and out-going personality.  

 

Our little man is 13 weeks old and from the start we could see in his eyes how smart he is!  He is 

always happy to learn, always listening and trying to understand. Sir Odin was quick at potty training 

and is already learning his basics of being a service dog.  

 

He loves the snow and always being a part of the action. He loves seeing our daughter off to school in 

the morning and happy when she comes home. He adores one of our older daughters every time she 

comes over to visit with our Granddaughter. He just goes crazy happy! He has no issues telling off his 

older sisters (dogs we already had) when he feels they need it. I was recently ill and he rarely left my 

side and was always trying to climb up to be close to me. 

 

We couldn't be happier with Sir Odin, our plush coat German Shepherd, and can't picture our family 

without him. I would recommend Jill and Brent, their GSDs and Diamonds of the Midnight Sky Kennel 

to anyone looking for a GSD. 

   

                         Sincerely,  

                   The Keeler Family  
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References from our first kennel-We intend to keep the tradition going... 
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